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Institute of Technology and Owens College, was itself preceded
by the formation of groups like the Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society and its predecessors, the Lunar Society at
Birmingham and the Royal Society at Edinburgh. The personality
of Beddoes at Bristol was the centre of a fourth group. The
Martineaus and their friends at Norwich were another. The
importance of these groups to the science of the time was
immense. In 1790 2io less than four members of the firm of
Boulton and Watt were Fellows of the Royal Society. The
Lunar Society included about ten in all.

These local academies wl^ch flourished at the end of the
eighteenth century had one feature in common. Like the London
Royal Society founded a century earlier, and like its American
offspring, the Philadelphia Academy, they valued "such know-
ledge as hath a tendency to use." They were tendencious, and
tendencious in more senses than one. The Lunar Society, known
as the lunatics, was notorious in its Jacobin sympathies. Its
members were the special target of the anti-Jacobin riots in
Birmingham. One of its most distinguished members, Priestley,
the discoverer of oxygen and laughing gas, was elected a member
of the National Convention. He was famous both as a chemist
and as one of the "English Patriots," The Manchester Literary
and Philosophical Society was equally partisan. Like the Lunar
Society, it sent delegates to the Club of the Jacobins.

The prestige now enjoyed by science in our universities was
won because new social needs brought into being popular
movements to voice the demand for a type of instruction then
neglected by the higher seats of learning. The popular movement
created its own organs of instruction and research. In general
they had an explicit political orientation. The inadequacy of
pre-existing institutions was subjected to outspoken criticism.
The older established universities yielded to popular pressure only
when new institutions with a new cultural outlook had already
proved themselves to be more representative of the needs of
the time. A university may be a good hotel or an elegant
cenotaph for an established science. The history of universities